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LDF Statement on Justice Department Email Containing White Supremacist and 

Anti-Semitic Content 
 

The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF) is both stunned and outraged 

to learn that the Justice Department sent an email to immigration court employees, includ-

ing judges, which contained white supremacist and anti-Semitic content.  

 

“Judges are critical to the preservation of our democracy and such attacks on them cannot 

be tolerated. To say, ‘it was a mistake’ is insufficient,” said Sherrilyn Ifill, President and Di-

rector-Counsel of LDF. 

 

 Lisa Cylar Barrett, LDF Director of Policy, states, “We call on the House Judiciary Com-

mittee and Justice Department Inspector General Horowitz to conduct a full and thorough 

investigation of this incident which should include inquiries into whether similar messages 

have been shared with immigration judges and/or other DOJ employees. A fair and just le-

gal system requires that judges are neutral and free from intimidation. We must take all 

steps necessary to ensure that hate filled propaganda such as that shared by the Depart-

ment of Justice yesterday is not permitted to infect our courts and the legal process.” 

 

 

### 

 
Founded in 1940, the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF) is the na-
tion’s first civil and human rights law organization. LDF has been completely separate from 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) since 1957—alt-
hough LDF was originally founded by the NAACP and shares its commitment to equal 
rights. LDF’s Thurgood Marshall Institute is a multi-disciplinary and collaborative hub 
within LDF that launches targeted campaigns and undertakes innovative research to shape 
the civil rights narrative. In media attributions, please refer to us as the NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund or LDF. 
 
Follow LDF on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. 
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